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GUARDEN's news in under 5 minutes ! 

GUARDEN's last General Assembly

in Brussels: one last meeting to

showcase today's results and

tomorrow's actions

The final General Assembly of the GUARDEN project took place from October 1

to 3, 2025, in Brussels at the Herman Teirlinck Building. This three-day event

marked one of the final milestones for the project.

The gathering brought together all project partners to present their scientific and

technical achievements, discuss the project’s finalization steps, and

demonstrate how GUARDEN’s digital tools, such as GeoPl@ntNet, MINKA, and

the Decision Support Application (DSA), can be used to support biodiversity

research and policy-making.

The first day was dedicated to case study results across Europe and beyond,

illustrating GUARDEN’s cross-sectoral approach to biodiversity monitoring and

management. Partners presented diverse applications, from urban coastal

resilience in Spain and tropical plant conservation in Madagascar, to avian

acoustic monitoring for wind farms in Greece and ecosystem planning in

Cyprus. The day concluded with insights into data-driven decision support for

major infrastructure projects, such as the Montpellier–Perpignan rail line in

southern France.

The second day focused on scientific and technological advances within the

consortium. Teams showcased deep learning innovations, high-resolution



biodiversity modelling, and participatory science tools. Presentations included

INRIA’s work on core AI technologies, MBG’s predictive biodiversity models,

Naturalis’s automated acoustic monitoring, and ICCS’s augmented reality

interfaces for improved user experience. The ARIES framework, introduced by

BC3 Research, provided a vision for integrated ecosystem modelling, linking

scientific data to actionable insights for decision-makers.

On the final day, the discussion on what GUARDEN is in practice, highlighting

how field observations are being transformed into decision-ready knowledge for

biodiversity management. Jean Dussart, representing the European

Commission’s Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD),

underscored the growing importance of “Earth intelligence” in linking scientific

data, policy frameworks, and conservation objectives at the European level.

During the morning coffee break, participants, both consortium members and

external guests, were invited to attend live demonstrations of GUARDEN’s

digital tools. These sessions offered a unique opportunity to engage directly with

developers, explore the platforms in action, and discuss their practical

applications in monitoring and managing biodiversity.

The General Assembly concluded with presentations from related European

projects such as B-Cubed, MAMBO, and Biodiv Meets Data (BMD), alongside

the Knowledge Center for Biodiversity (KCBD) of the Joint Research Centre.

These exchanges brought to light one of the defining strengths of GUARDEN:

its ability to build strong synergies with other European initiatives dedicated to

biodiversity monitoring. Several of these projects are directly collaborating with



GUARDEN teams, notably the CIRAD-Inria group behind Pl@ntNet and

GeoPl@ntNet, jointly developing interoperable tools and shared methodologies.

Such collaborations demonstrate that the technologies and scientific advances

emerging from GUARDEN are already finding, and will continue to find,

resonance within the scientific community, as well as among biodiversity

managers and policy decision-makers. This collective momentum illustrates

GUARDEN’s essential role in shaping a more connected, data-driven approach

to understanding and safeguarding Europe’s natural ecosystems.

GUARDEN's achievements on the

map thanks to EUResearcher's most

recent publication

How can artificial intelligence, field ecology, and digital innovation come together

to help protect biodiversity? The latest issue of EUResearcher takes on this

question with a dedicated two-page feature on GUARDEN  now available here

(pages 34–35): https://isu.pub/X5mWa2j

.

The article offers a very broad glimpse into GUARDEN’s work to turn complex

biodiversity data into decision-ready knowledge through tools like Pl@ntNet,

GeoPl@ntNet, AvesEcho, and MINKA. It explores the project’s ambition to make

these digital innovations not only scientifically rigorous but also accessible to the

people who need them most: local authorities, conservation managers, and

citizens engaged in nature observation.

Appearing in EUResearcher marks an important step in GUARDEN’s

dissemination journey. Beyond its scientific achievements, GUARDEN aims to

open a dialogue with a broader community, bridging the gap between European

research and real-world biodiversity challenges. This publication helps do

exactly that: it translates years of collaborative work into an accessible narrative,

showing how data, AI, and participatory science can converge to support

evidence-based ecological decisions.

This two-pager in EUResearcher captures the essence of GUARDEN’s mission

and plays a key role in ensuring that the project’s results reach far beyond the

consortium itself, engaging researchers, practitioners, and decision-makers

across Europe and beyond. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the future

of environmental intelligence and data-driven biodiversity management.

https://isu.pub/X5mWa2j?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Read the full article here: https://isu.pub/X5mWa2j

GUARDEN at MILA in Québec with

the GeoPl@ntNet team to discuss AI

and biodiversity monitoring

challenges

From October 15 to 25, 2025, a delegation from the Inria team will be in Québec

to meet with researchers from MILA (Montréal Institute for Learning Algorithms)

and IRBV (Institut de recherche en biologie végétale) to discuss the future of

artificial intelligence applied to biodiversity.

During a Tea Talk at MILA on Friday, October 17, at 10:30 AM, Alexis Joly will

explore the challenges faced by global plant identification research. The millions

of images collected by Pl@ntNet users represent an exceptional scientific

resource, but also pose complex AI problems: uneven species distributions,

ambiguous labels, and heterogeneous data sources including images, text, and

environmental information.

https://isu.pub/X5mWa2j?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The talk will also highlight several of the team’s solutions, including Average-K

classification to handle label ambiguity, Pl@ntBERT models that learn the

“syntax” of species assemblages, and GeoPl@ntNet multimodal frameworks

developed largely within the GUARDEN project.

These advances illustrate how AI can transform scattered data into practical

tools for understanding and preserving life on Earth.

A second event will take place on October 23 at the Institut de recherche en

biologie végétale (IRBV), continuing the discussion on Pl@ntNet’s approaches

and perspectives for global biodiversity monitoring.

GUARDEN's Key Exploitable Results:

Reaching out to end users and future

partnerships through the Horizon

Results platform 

The European Commission’s Horizon Results Platform is designed to increase

the visibility, accessibility, and impact of research and innovation outputs funded

under the Horizon programmes. It provides a central space where project results



can be showcased, shared, and further developed by stakeholders across

sectors. Through this platform, research outcomes are transformed into tangible

opportunities for innovation, collaboration, and market uptake.

And GUARDEN  is now featured on this platform, where its first Key Exploitable

Results are publicly available. The initial KERs entries for GUARDEN highlight

the tools, methods, and solutions developed within the project to support

biodiversity monitoring and improved environmental management. This platform

represents another crucial step in making GUARDEN’s outputs accessible to a

wider audience and legitimizing its solutions towards stakeholders and decision-

makers. 

In the coming weeks, this collection will be expanded to include all remaining

GUARDEN KERs, ensuring a comprehensive overview of the project’s outputs

and achievements. Once completed, the GUARDEN section will offer a full

catalogue of resources developed by the consortium, each with potential for

adoption or adaptation by stakeholders, researchers, and practitioners.

The Horizon Results Platform provides a valuable channel to promote these

tools and facilitate their uptake across Europe and beyond. The GUARDEN

team encourages interested parties, from the Consortium or outside the

Consortium, to explore the current entries and to make use of the platform when

promoting or applying GUARDEN results in their own work.

Horizon Results Platform – GUARDEN Search Results

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform/search?keywords=guarden&isExactMatch=false&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=publicationDate
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