
GeoPl@ntNet is going live !
GeoPl@ntNet was born from the groundbreaking work of Joaquin Estopinan, who
pioneered global orchid distribution predictions. Building on this foundation, Rémi
Palard expanded the project within the GUARDEN initiative, shifting the focus to
Europe’s entire flora.
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By integrating satellite data—cleaned through EcooDataCube—with biodiversity
records from GBIF and EVA, the team developed a cutting-edge AI model. The
first AI system predicts species distributions, while a second BERT-based model
refines this data to generate habitat predictions and biodiversity indicators.
The result is an unprecedented mapping tool that visualizes Europe’s predicted
biodiversity with dynamic, high-resolution maps (50m² accuracy). As the most
advanced tool in its category, GeoPl@ntNet sets a new standard for biodiversity
prediction. While it is now accessible, further communication and promotional
materials are on the way—stay tuned





TRY GEOPL@NTNET HERE !


FredU involved in the dissemination of
GUARDEN among Cyprus youth 

In December 2024, the Nature Conservation Unit of Frederick University visited
the Pancyprian Gymnasium in Nicosia to raise awareness among students
about environmental and nature protection issues. During the session, students
learned about the value of the European network of protected areas, Natura
2000, and the importance of its management in safeguarding habitats and
species of flora and fauna. They were also informed about specific pressures
affecting certain habitats and plant species in Cyprus, as well as actions taken to
address these challenges.
 
A month later, in January 2025, the team visited Lykeio Kykkou B’, also in
Nicosia, for a presentation on climate change and its environmental impact. This
session was attended by students from the European Parliament Ambassador
School Programme and the Erasmus+ Programme, including participants from
Cyprus, Greece, Serbia, and Austria. Engaging in a lively discussion, the
students shared their perspectives on climate change, its consequences, and
the role of youth in environmental action.
 
Both presentations introduced students to the GUARDEN project, which utilizes
artificial intelligence and ICT tools to monitor biodiversity and support decision-
making. The Cyprus case study was highlighted, demonstrating how technology
aids conservation efforts. Additionally, students explored interactive applications
available for public use, such as Pl@ntNet, a free tool for plant identification via
smartphones and tablets. These initiatives sparked great interest, empowering
students to become actively involved in protecting their natural environment.

https://geo.plantnet.org/


GEO Global Forum 2025: Shaping the
Future of Earth Observation

The GEO Global Forum 2025 is set to bring together key stakeholders from
around the world to discuss the future of Earth observation and its role in
tackling global challenges. Organized by the Group on Earth Observations
(GEO), this high-level event will serve as a platform for governments,
researchers, private sector leaders, and civil society organizations to collaborate
on innovative solutions for climate action, biodiversity conservation, disaster
resilience, and sustainable development.
 
Through a series of keynote speeches, panel discussions, and interactive
sessions, participants will explore the latest advancements in Earth observation
technologies, data-sharing strategies, and policy frameworks. Special focus will
be given to the integration of artificial intelligence, big data, and digital platforms
to enhance decision-making processes at local, national, and global levels.
And GUARDEN will be there! Three members of the CIRAD/Inria teams are
already scheduled to attend within the European Union booth. The EU is giving
a unique opportunity for EU funded projects to have a central place to
demonstrate and show off their advancements. GUARDEN is already ready to
showcase two of its main tools: Pl@ntNet, the IA identification model but also
the brand new GeoPl@ntNet. If you want to learn more about GoPl@ntNet you
can scroll upward, we have a session dedicated to it in this Newsletter. 



The GEO Global Forum 2025 will take place from May 5 to 9, 2025, at the
Convention Center - Auditorium della Tecnica in Rome, Italy.

SAVE THE DATE ! GUARDEN General
Assembly 2025

Save the date! GUARDEN’s final General Assembly will be held next fall in

Brussels. From the 1st to the 3rd of October 2025, at the  Herman Teirlinck
Building, we will display our achievements and plans to go beyond GUARDEN.
In addition, the last day will give members of the European Union DG’s the
opportunity to talk about policymaking and the place of biodiversity in the EU’s
vision. 

The event is in a hybrid format so you can follow it live wherever you are!
The event's agenda will be shared soon and more info is coming. 
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